LIFE OF VIJAYKRISHNA
are one", had to be baptized by John the Baptist, and
Chaitanya accepted the discipleship of Iswar Puri,
although he made known to him the very mantras that
he was to tell him. Although the Brahmos recognized no
intercessor, their God being no extra-cosmic deity, no
spiritual King Log, but One Transcendent and Immanent,
Vijaykrishna's practical living experience told him that
the doctrine of Mediation in the older theologies was no
sign of uncompromising ignorance as was believed by
many.   However, he did not press forward this
insufficiency in the Brahmo Sadhan with hot haste, as a
lesser man would have done, but perhaps he patiently
awaited Divine Mercy to open the eyes of his Brahmo
brethren to this vital and all-important point.
The obstructions of the mind being gone for ever,
there could not be for him any wrong identification, any
mistaken notion, making him take the sheath for the
sword. In the language of our ancient Shastras, the
Koshas or sheaths of the Self were shattered. These
coverings are of the same number as the grades or fields
of vision of the universe are. The first involucrum of the
Self is the nutrimental or material sheath, the second is
the vital sheath, the third is the sensory, the fourth
is the Ego-complex, the limited 'I', and the fifth is
the Mahat-Atman (the spirit) Asat and Avyakta. No
well-defined principle, no traditional method can help us
to cast off these sheaths, which fall off of themselves as
leaves do, when they are dry ; and we know that Sakya
Muni had his perception of the All-luminous, i.e. he
became the Buddha, only when he abjured the traditional
method. One or two of these stages Vijaykrishna might
have already passed, but now the last sheath was gone,
and the realization of the Self which is self-knowing and
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